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| OW I have told all the World my Name 
N and Place of Abode, it is impoflible for 


me to enjoy the Studious Retirement t 

promis’d my felfin this place. For moft 
of the People of Wit and Quality who frequented 
thefe Latins in Mr, Powell’s time have been here, 
and I having a filly Creature of a Footman who 
never lived but with private Gentlemen, and can- 
not ftedfaftly Lie, they all fee by his Countenance 
he does not {peak Truth when he denies me, and 
will break in upon me. It is an unfpeakable Plea- 
fure that fo many beauteous Ladies have made me 
Compliments upon my Defign to favour and de- 
fend the Sex againft all Pretenders without Merit, 
and thofe who have Merit; and ufe it only to de- 
ceive and betray. The principal Fair ones of the 
Town, and the moft eminent Toafts, have fign’d an 
Addrefs of Thanks to me, and. in the body of it 
laid before me fome Grievances, among which the 
greateft are the evil Praétices of a Sett of Perfons 
whom they call in their Prefentation the Lovers 
Vagabond. There has been indeed, ever fince I 
knew this Town, one Man of Condition or other, 
who has been at the Head, and giving Example to 


this fort of Companions, been the Model for the. 


Fafhion. It would be a vain thing to pretend 
to Property in a Country where Thieves were to- 
lerated, and it is as much foto Talk of Honour 
and Decency when the prevailing Humour runs di- 
se@tly againtt them. The Lovers Vagabond are’an 
Order of Modern Adventurers, who feem to be the 
exa@ Oppofite to that venerable. and chafte Frater- 
nity, which were formerly called Knights Errant. 


_ As a Knight Errant profeffed the Pra@tice and Pro- 


teétion of all Virtues, particularly Chaftity, a Lover 
Vagabond tramples upon all Rights Domeftick, Ci- 
vil, Human and Divine, to come at his own Grati- 
fication in the Corruption of Innocent Women. 


ee : There are fometimes Perfons of good Accompli(h- 
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ments and Faculties who commence fecretly Lovers 
Vagabond; but tho’ Amorous Stealths have been 
imputed by fome Hiftorians to the wifeft and great- 
eft of Mankind, yet none but fuperficial Men have 
ever publickly entered into the Lift of the Vaga- 
bond. A Lover Vagabond, confidering him in his 
utmoft Perfe&ion and Accomplifhment, is but 2 
feeming Man. He ufually has a command of in- 
fignificant Words accompanied with eafie Aétion, 
which paffes among the fillier part of the Fair for 
Eloquence and fine Breeeing. He has a Mein of 
Condefcenfion, from the Knowledge that his Car- 
riage is not abfurd, which he purfues to the utmoft 
Impudence. Hecan cover any Behaviour, or cloath 
any Idea with Words that to an unskilful Ear fhall 
bear nothing of Offence. He has all the fufficiency 
which little Learning, and general Notices of things 
givetogiddy Heads, and is wholly exempt from that 
diffidence which almoft always accompanies great 
Senfe and great Virtue in the Prefence of thofe 
whom they admire. But the Lover Vagabond loving 
no Woman fo much as to be diftreffed for the lofs 
ofher, his Manner is generally eafie and janty, 
and it muft be from very good Senfe and Experi- 
ence in Life, that he does not appear amiable, It 
happens unfortunately for him, tho’ much to the 
Advantage of thofe whom I have taken under my 
Care, that the chief of this Order, at prefent, a- 
mong us in Great Britain, is but a {peculative De- 
bauchée.’ He has the Language, the Air, the ten- 
der-Glance ; he can hang upon a Look, has moft 
exactly the fudden Veneration of Face when he 
is catched ogling one whofe Pardon he would beg 
for gazing, he hasthe Exultation at leading off a 
Lady to her Coach; can let drop an indifferent 
thing, or call her Servants with a Loudnefs, and 
a certain gay Infolence well enough; nay, he will 
hold her Hand too faft for a Man that leads her, 
and is indifferent to her, and yet come to that 
Gripe with fuch flow Degrees, that the cannot fay 


he 











he fqueezed het Hand, but for further ke has not 
Inclination. This Chieftain, however, | fear will 
give me more plague and difturbance than any one 
Man with Whom I am to engage, or rather Whom 
1 am to Circtimvent. He is bulie in all Placés; an 
ample. Fért#ne, and Vigotr of Life, enables 
him to carry on a fhéw of great Devaftation 
where-ever he comes, But I give him hereby fair 
Warning to turn his Thoughts to new Entertain- 
menrs, upon pain of having it difcovered, that fhe 
is (till a Virgin apon whom he indde his lait Set- 
tlement. The Secret,that he is more innocent than 
he feems, is preferved by great Charge and Expence 
on humble Retainers and Servants of his Plesfares. 
But fome of the Women, who are above the Age 
of Novices, have found hifm out, and have ina 
private Gang given him the Nick-name of the Bite, 
for that they find themfelves blafted by him, tho’ 
they are not fenfible of his Touch. It was the o- 
ther Day faid; at a Vifit, Mr. fech a one, naming 
the Biite, Had ruined a certain young Lady; Ny, 
faid a fenfible Female, Jf foe fays fo, I am fure fhe 
wrongs him. He may, continued the, with an Air 
of a difappointed Woman, between Rage and 
Laughter, ire Xuffians to abufe ber, but many aWo- 
man bas come out of the Blite’s Hands even fafer than 
fhe wifped. I know one to whom, at parting, with 
athoujand Poetical Repetitions, and  reffong ber Hands, 
he vowed he would tell no Body; but the Flirt, throw. 
ing ont of bis Arms, anjwered pertly, 1 don’t make 
you the fame Promife. 

Tho’ | thall from time to timedifplay the Lovers 
Vagabond in their proper Golours; 1 here publith 
an A@ of Indemnity to all Females who took 
them for fine Fellows ’till my Writings appeared, 
that is to fay, (for in a publick A@ we mutt be very 
clear) I thall not look back to any thing that hap- 
pened before Tharfday the 25th of Febreary lalt patt, 
that being the firft Day of my Appearance in Publick, 

Jexpeé, therefore, to find, chaton that Day all va- 
gtant Defires took their leave of the Cities of Lom. 
don and Weftminfer. 

In order to recover Simplicity of Manners with- 
out the Lofs of true Gaiety of Life, I thall take upon 
me the Office of Arditer Eligantterum. 1 catinot 
a thofe two Latin into two as exprefflive 
Englifp Words; batmy Meaning is, to fet up for a 
Judge of e Pleafures, and I thall dare to atlert, 
in the ~ P > (to tm ous and 
feveri' aj that ¢ egance 
of Delights re Innocence of them ; [ ex- 
peat, therefore, a Seat to be kept for me at all Balls, 
and a Ticket fent, that by my felf, or a fubordinate 
Officer of mine, I may know what is done and faid 
at all Affemblies of Diverfion ; I fhall take care to 


- fabftirute none, where I cannot be my felf prefent, 


~ who are not fit for the beft bred 


Society; in the 
Choice of fuch Deputies I thall have particular re- 
gard to their being accomplithed in the little U 
of ordinary and common Life, as well as in 
and liberal Arts. 

Ihave many Youths, who, in the intermediate Sea- 
fonsbetween the Terms at the Univerfities, areunder 
my Difcipline, after being perfe& Matters of the 
Greck and Roman Eloquence, to learn of me ordi- 
nary things, fuch as coming in, and going out of 
a Room. Mr. Severn himfelf, whom | now make 
the Pattern of Good-breeding, and my top fine Gen- 
tleman, was with me twice a Day upon his firft 
comingto Town, before hecould leave the Room 


with any tolerable Grace; when he hada mind to be 
going he never could move without bringing in the 
Werds, Well Sir, I find I interrupt you; or Well I 
feat yor have other Bufinefs, or Well I muft be going; 
hereupon 1 made him give me a certain Sum of 
son down in Hand, under the Penalty of forfeit- 
ing Twenty Shillings every time upon going away 
he pronounced the Particle we/l. 1 will not fay 
how much it coft him before he could get well out 
of the Room; fome filly Particle or other, as if to 
tack the taking leave with the reft of the Difcourfe, 
is a common Error of young Men of good Educa- 
tion. 

Tho’ I have already declared I fhall not ufe 
Words of Foreign Termination, I cannot help that 
my Correfoondents do it, A Gentleman therefore 
who fubfcribes Aronces, and writes to me contern- 
ing fome Regulations to be made among a Sett of 
Country Dancers, muft be more patti¢ulat in his 
Account. His general Complaint is, thatthe Men 
who are at the Expence of the Ball, bring People of 
different Charaéters together, and the Libertine and 
Innocent are huddled, to the Danger of the latter, 
and Encouragement of theformer. [have frequent- 
ly obferved this kind of Enortaity, and muft defire 
Arouces togive mean exaé Relation of the Airs and 
Glances of the whole Company,and particularly how 
Mrs Gatty fers, when it happens that the is to pats 
by the Lover Vagabond, who, [ find, is got into 
that Company by the Favour of his Coufin Fenny. 
For I defign to have a very ftri&t Eye upon theie 
Diverfions, and it thall not fixfiéBpshat, according 
to the Author of The Rape of the Lock, 2\1 Faults 
are laid upon Sy/pss; when | make my,Enquiry, as 
the fame Author has it, 















What guards the Purity of melting 
In courtly Balls and midsight Maj 
e -_ she x on iend and 
ce and whi/per os the 
When kind y 
When Mufich foftens, and when 
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